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The United Nations (UN) headquarters is located in New YorK
City. There, you can find a Japanese garden and a large
temple bell, known as the “Peace Bell". It used to go

“Children around the world collected coins to build the Peace
Bell.” But. the “Peace Bell” was, in fact, a project started by 8
Japanese man in 1951. He dedicated his life and fortune to its
creation, with the purpose of donating it to the United Nations
His name was Chiyoji Nakagawa and | am his daughter

Seiko Takase. | would like to share with you the story of

y father's project
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Prologue
i

The United Nations (UN) headquarters is located in New York City.
There, you can find a Japanese garden and a large temple bell,
known as the Peace Bell.

Why is a Japanese temple bell there? The story used to go:
“Children around the world collected coins to build the Peace Bell.”
This sounds like the begining of a story.

The real story is more complex and Interesting. In fact, the Peace Bell
was a project started by a Japanese man, who dedicated his life and

fortune to making Peace Bells and sending them all around the world.

His name was Chiyoji Nakagawa and | am his daughter, Seiko Takase.
I'would like to tell you the real story of his project.
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1 For a new world

On the opposite side of the Pacific Ocean from Japan lies North

Amarica. More than a hundrod years ago, many Japanese maen left

their home country looking for jobs overseas. Among them was
Chiyojl's father who came to the USA with his eldest son

Chiyoji had just been born and 8o he ramained in Japan with his
mother. In those days, men looking for jobs overseas could not take
their wives along. For a very long time, Chiyoji's mother did not hear
anything from him. He had boarded a small ship, 8o there was a risk
that it might have sunk in the Pacific Ocean.
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A Peace Bell made from Chiyoji's sword and 26 different

foreign coins was hung from the Taiheiji bell tower

Every morning and evening, the temple monk struck the
bell calmly with a wooden hammer. The sound echoed
for a long time. It reached the hearts of people in grief
Parents and children had been killed in bombed homes
and fathers and sons had fallen on the battlefields

The healing echoes sounded with everybody's wish for

peace, for no more Killings, and for no more fear
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Around the age of fifteen or Sixteen, my father began i
“Why are humans born and Why do we |j

Y he receiveq, consistently,

was, "Humans live in order to love one another.” That didn't keep my fath
athar

from being sent to battle where he was ordered to kill

period of 22 years from 1950 to his death In 1972 at the age of 66. Chiyoiji
continued to send replicas of the Bell of Absolute World Peace 1o nations around
the globe. In total, there exist 288 bells in ditferent sizes. However, as time
passes by, the facts about the bells and their message of peace are forgotten.
As Chiyoji's daughter, | am absolutely delighted to have this opportunity 1o bring
awareness once again of the Peace Bell and my father’s passion for peace. Every
year for International Day of Peace on September 21st, the UN Secretary-General
rings the Peace Bell at the NewYork Headquarters. | believe that we must strive
o preserve forever the Peace Bell and the world peace it symbolizes.
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